RADICAL
Part 2 – The Gospel Demands Radical Sacrifice
Luke 14:25-35
Nick Ford, Senior Pastor
August 14, 2011

THE SACRIFICE OF THE CHRISTIAN...

 25Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.28For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30saying, 'This man began to build and was not able to finish.' 31Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 34 "Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear."  Luke 14:25-35

1. JESUS REQUIRES SUPERIOR LOVE.
"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.”  Luke 14:26

"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?" 37 And he said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets."  Matthew 22:36-40

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another."  John 13:34-35

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  
Matthew 10:37-38



· In comparison to Christ, we hate the people we love.
· This changes our perspective.

2. JESUS REQUIRES EXCLUSIVE LOYALTY.

Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.  Luke 14:27

· Through the cross of Christ, we die to the life we live.

For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be a transgressor. 19 For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:18-20

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

· This changes our priorities.
· We are workers constructing a building.
· We are warriors fighting a battle.

3. JESUS REQUIRES TOTAL LOSS.
So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.  Luke 14:33

· For the cause of Christ, we give up everything we have.
· This changes our possessions.

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions.  Hebrews 10:32-34

[bookmark: _GoBack]All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country–a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.  Hebrews 11:13-16

THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST...
1. JESUS IS SUPREMELY LOVING.
· He is worthy!

2. JESUS IS SUPREMELY LOYAL.
· He will be faithful!

3. JESUS SACRIFICED THE SUPREME LOSS.
· He is our reward!



